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Jeremiah 29:13

Answers to Tough Questions:
Why don’t I feel close to God?



Introduction



I. You’re not alone



• David

I. You’re not alone



• David

I Samuel 17:45

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a 
sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name 
of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 
you have taunted.

 

I. You’re not alone



•  David

I. You’re not alone



•  David

Psalm 22:1-2

My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Far from my 
deliverance are the words of my groaning.
2 O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer;
And by night, but ]I have no rest.

I. You’re not alone



• Paul

I. You’re Not Alone 



•  Paul

II Corinthians 12:7-19

17 Certainly I have not taken advantage of you through any of 
those whom I have sent to you, have I? 18 I urged Titus to go, and 
I sent the brother with him. Titus did not take any advantage of 
you, did he? Did we not [i]conduct ourselves [j]in the 
same spirit and walk in the same steps?

I. You’re not alone

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%2012%3A7-19&version=NASB1995#fen-NASB1995-29041i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%2012%3A7-19&version=NASB1995#fen-NASB1995-29041j


•  Jesus

I. InYou’re not alone



•  Jesus

“My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?”
Matthew 27:46

I. InYou’re not alone



II. You’re over-exaggerating 
God’s presence



 

• John 6:30 “ What then do you do for a sign, so that we may 
see, and believe You? What work do you perform?”

II. You’re overexaggerating 
God’s presence



• John 6:30 “ What then do you do for a sign, so that we may 

see, and believe You? What work do you perform?” 

• If you always felt God, you wouldn’t need faith.

II. You’re over-
exaggerating God’s presence



III. Your heart is hard due to 
sin



•  Matthew 13:14-15

“YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND;
YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;
15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL,
WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR,
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES,”

III. Your heart is hard due to 
sin



•  Matthew 13:14-15

“YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND;
YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;
15 FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL,
WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR,
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES,”

• Is there a sin you have gotten comfortable with?

III. Your heart is hard due to 
sin



IV. God wants to draw you 
close



•  Acts 17:26-27

26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on 
all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times 
and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would seek 
God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He 
is not far from each one of us;

IV. God wants to draw you 
close



4.Jeremiah 29:13

13 You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all 
your heart.

IV. God wants to draw you 
close



• Hebrews 13:5
5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has 
said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,”

     

IV. God wants to draw you 
close



• Hebrews 13:5
5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of 
money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has 
said, “I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,”

 

• Just because God feels distant doesn’t mean God is abcent

IV. God wants to draw you 
close



Conclusion
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