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Why do we Fear Holiness?

Thereis a Tension between Holiness
and Sin in this world:

* Sometimes we fear Holiness because we do
not think we can reach it.

* It is so easy to make God into a convenience
to enjoy.

* We listen to sermons, but we don’t really
want to change.






Why do we Fear Holiness?

But today, let’s recognize that
following God is Costly.

God wants our Everything! All our
striving in this world is to share Christ
and be like Him! (HOLY?!)



Roadmap

“Why do we fear Holiness?”—> Isaiah 6

I. Do Not Fear Holiness
Il. 2 Characteristics of Holiness
lll.Holiness through Christ



Isaiah 6

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the

Lord, high and exalted, seated on athrone; and
the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him
were seraphim, each with six wings: With two
wings they covered their faces, with two they
covered their feet, and with two they were

flying. 3And they were calling to one another:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”






Isaiah 6

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and

thresholds shook and the temple was filled with
smoke.

S¢“Woe to me!” | cried. “l am ruined! Forl am a
man of unclean lips, and | live among a people

of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the
King, the Lord Almighty.”



Isaiah 6

5Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live
coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs
from the altar. 7With it he touched my mouth and
said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guiltis
taken away and your sin atoned for.”

8Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall send? And who will go for us?”And | said,
“Here am . Send me!”
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|. Do Not Fear Holiness

When Man comes in direct contact with God,
he is Afraid:

* Job 40:4, 42:5-6 - “| am unworthy—how can | reply to
you? My ears had heard of you... but now my eyes have

seen you. 8 Therefore | despise myself and repent in dust
and ashes.”

* Habakkuk 3:16 = | heard and my heart pounded, my
lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my
bones and my legs trembled.



|. Do Not Fear Holiness

* Revelation 1:17 = 7 When | saw him, | fell at his
feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand
on me and said: “Do not be afraid. | am the First
and the Last. 8| am the Living One; | was
dead, and now look, | am alive for ever and
ever! And | hold the keys of death and Hades.
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|. Do Not Fear Holiness

*We are called to be in Awe and
draw NEAR TO GOD (BE SET

APART)

* 1 Peter 1:15-16 - 1®But just as he who called
you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 1foritis
written: “Be holy, because | am holy.”

e James 4:7-10 - 7 Submit yourselves, then, to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near
to you... " Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and he will lift you up.
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|. Do Not Fear Holiness

Evaluate your Humility:

* What areas of your life
do you need to submit
to God?

Before True Greatness,
we must get Humbled




. DO Not NEARER
~ear
Holiness

“If you want to get warm
you must stand
near the fire: if
you want to be
wet you must get
into the water.
If you want joy,
power, peace, eternal
life, you must get
close to, or even into,
the thing that

has them.”

— C. §. Lewis



. Do Not
~ear
Holiness

How do we
get Holy?

NEARER

“If you want to get warm

you must stand

near the fire: if

you want to be

wet you must get

into the water.

If you want joy,
power, peace, eternal
life, you must get
close to, or even into,
the thing that

has them.”

—C. S. Lew:s
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So, the holiness of God has two distinct
features:

. SEPARATION

 God is completely separate and set apart

from this World. Genesis 1:1-2 = In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

* As his people, we are SET APART for a greater
purpose.



9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light. *® Once you were
not a people, but now you are the people of

God; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy =Bl Peter 2:9- 10
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Il. Two Characteristics of Holiness

Be IN the World but not OF the
World. (John 17:14-19)

Separation does not mean to hide
ourselves from the world, but to

be Salt and Light in all that we
do.
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How are we to be Distinct?

By Going: TO HIS WORD (John 17:17).
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- TO WORSHIP HIM

* TO BATTLE WITH GOD against sin and
the Devil
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Il. Two Characteristics of Holiness

How are we to be Distinct?

By Going: TO HIS WORD (John 17:17).
* TO OUR KNEES IN PRAYER
* TO WORSHIP HIM

* TO BATTLE WITH GOD against sin and the
Devil

* TO PREACH THE GOSPEL!! (Matt 28)
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2. ABSOLUTE PURITY

*Matthew 5:8 2 “Blessed are the
pure in heart for they shall see
God.”

God is completely and
absolutely pure. That means that
God does not and cannot sin.
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Il. Two Characteristics of Holiness

PURITY REQUIRES:
* No Excuses for Sin
* AT WAR WITH SIN (Ephesians 6:12)

Every sin threatens our relationship with
God. Purity means that we don’t make
excuses for our sins or tolerate it within

ourselves.



Il. Two Characteristics of Holiness

Evaluate your Purity:
* What sins are you fighting right now?

* Are you living differently from the
world?

* Where do you need to see Purity and
Separation from the World in your
life?



lll. Holiness through Christ

Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a
live coal in his hand, which he had taken
with tongs from the altar. “With it he
touched my mouth and said, “See, this has
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away
and your sin atoned for.”

8Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall | send? And who will go for
us?”’And | said, “Here am I. Send me!”






lll. Holiness through Christ

The Hot Coals point to Jesus Christ.



lll. Holiness through Christ

Paul’s feelings about Sin:

Romans 7 2 *What a wretched man |
am! Who will rescue me from this body
that is subject to death? 2*Thanks be

to God, who delivers me through Jesus

Christ our Lord



lll. Holiness through Christ

Romans 5:8 2 8But God
demonstrates his own love
for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for
us.



“I have given God a
million reasons not to
L ove me.

None of them has
changed His Mind.”



lll. Holiness through Christ

Ephesians 2:8-9 2 8For itis by

grace you have been saved, through
faith—and this is not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God— ° not by works, so
that no one can boast.
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Do not Fear Holiness



Conclusion

Do not Fear Holiness

Christ died for us so that we
could be Set Apart and
PURE!
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“God Loves us so Much,
that he does not leave us
where we are at”
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Conclusion

“God Loves us so Much, that
he does not leave us where we
are at”

By the power of the Holy Spirit,
we have the strength to die to
ourselves and live in Christ



Conclusion

Let’s pray and Invite God to
Examine Us

Psalm 139:23-24:

“Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.

24See if there is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.”
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